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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C

In the matter of

Implementation of Section 210
of the Satellite Home View
Extension and Reauthorization Act
of2004 to Amend Section 338 of the
Communications Act

To: Secretary

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

MB Docket No. 05-181

REPLY COMMENTS

International Broadcasting Corporation and R y F Broadcasting, Inc. hereby submit the

following comments in reply in the above-reference rulemaking proceeding.

In their comments DIRECTV, Inc. and EchoStar Satellite L.L.c. both concede that

they provide satellite television service to residents of Puerto Rico but contend that they should

not have to provide local-to-local service to these viewers.

This hollow argument reminds one of the same stance cable television took for many

years until it was forced into carrying all local signals. Indeed, in the same fashion as cable

television, the satellite carriers also "cherry pick" among the Puerto Rican television stations

and carry only these local stations which seem most attractive to potential subscribers. Indeed,

contrary to DIRECTV's statement in its comments!, DIRECTV provides programming in

Puerto Rico which is substantially the same programming as is offered to its subscribers in the

United States. Attached to these comments as Exhibit A is a copy of the Guia de Programaci6n

Comments of DIRECTV, INC., p.lO, fn.23
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which is contained on the website for DIRECTV Puerto Rico and which illustrates

DIRECTV's service offering of over 100 channels in Puerto Rico. Additionally, this broad

array of channels includes local channels which deliver major network and sports

programming.

DIRECTV's argument that it should not be subject to any local station carriage

requirements because DIRECTV Latin America LLC (DIRECTVLA) is providing satellite

service in Puerto Rico, does not hold water. Although DIRECTV asserts that DIRECTVLA

has a different corporate structure than DIRECTV, both entities are publicized as part of The

DIRECTV Group, Inc. Companies on the DIRECTV website. See Exhibit B. In fact, Hughes

Electronics Corporation indirectly owns all of the issued and outstanding interests of

DIRECTV Enterprises, LLC, a Commission licensee, and indirectly owns a 74.7% interest in

DIRECTV Latin America LLC.2

DIRECTV's interpretation of Section 338(a)(4) of the Communications Act so as to

eliminate any requirement to provide local service to a location other than Alaska and Hawaii

is clearly flawed. According to DIRECTV, these are the only noncontiguous areas in which it

has subscribers today and are therefore the only states to which Section 338(a)(4) could apply.

This rationale assumes that one must accept the statement that satellite service to Puerto Rico,

a State under the Act's definition, is not provided by DIRECTV but by DIRECTV Latin

America which DIRECTV contends has a different ownership structure from DIRECTV and

provides a "markedly different slate of programming than does DIRECTV." As demonstrated

above, the programming provided by DIRECTV and by DIRECTVLA to Puerto Rico is

Consolidated Application for Authority to Transfer Control, MB Docket No. 03-124, p.6
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essentially identical and DIRECTV and DIRECTVLA are both under the same ownership

umbrella.

Thus, contrary to DIRECTV's assertion that extension of Section 338(a)(4) to a

territory like Puerto Rico is unworkable, the fact that satellite service is now being provided

there by DIRECTV or a commonly owned entity supports application of this Section to Puerto

Rico.

Respectfully submitted,

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING
CORPORATION

R Y F BROADCASTING, INC.

By:~dd)i-
Richard F. Swift

Irwin, Campbell & Tannenwald, P.c.
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036-3101
Tel: (202) 728 - 0400
Fax: (202) 728 - 03654
Their Attorneys

Date: June 20, 2005
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DIRECTV Puerto Rico

aJ
D1RECTY-

~ Guia de Programaci6n «

DIRECTV este Mes« NUEVA ALINEACION DE CANALES

Planes y Tarifas «

Page 1 of 4

Centros de Ventas «

Oficinas de Servicio «

Preguntas Frecuentes «

Noticias Importantes «

Sobre DIRECTV «

Media Solutions «

DIRECTV Interactive '<

Comenzando el 1ro de abril, DIRECTV te ofrece una nueva alineaci6n que hara mas facil la nal
acceso de tus canales favoritos. Para descargar una copia de la nueva alineaci6n, seleccione
(Formato PDF)

Para guia sobre como configurar tus favoritos para facil acceso, seleccione aqui para verla er
o seleccione aqui para descargar instrucciones. (Formato PDF)

Oprima este logo si no tiene instalado el Adobe Acrobat PDF Reader

GUIA DE CANALES

CANALES LOCALES - Ver Descripci6n »

• 160 PORTAL PROMOCIONAL

• 162 TELEMUNDO

• 164 TELEVICENTRO

• 166 TUTV
• 167 DEPORTES 13

• 168 UNIVISION

• 170 FOX

• 172 ABC

• 174 CBS

• 176 NBC

• 178 WB/UPN

VARIEDADES - Ver Descripci6n »

•
• 220 RETRO

• 222 E! ENTERTAINMENT

• 224 FASHION TV

• 230 CASA CLUB

• 232 GOURMET.com

CINE - Ver Descripci6n »

•
• 511 AMC
• 514 CINE LATINO

• 564 HBO

• 565 HBO 2

• 566 HBO ZONE

• 567 HBO SIGNATURE

• 568 HBO FAMILY

• 569 HBO COMEDY

• 570 HBO LATINO

• 571 CINEMAX

• 572 MOREMAX

• 573 THRILLER MAX

• 574 ACTION MAX

• 577 SHOWTIME

• 578 SHOWTIME TOO

• 579 SHOWTIME BEYOND

• 580 SHOWCASE

• 581 SHOWTIME EXTREME

• 582 THE MOVIE CHANNEL (TMC)

• 585 STARZ

http://69.89.230.95/DDefault.aspx?tid=51 6/16/2005



DIRECTV Puerto Rico

• 233 LOCOMOTION

• 244 TNT

• 246 USA

• 248 TBS

• 250 LIFETIME

• 252 ABC FAMILY

• 254 SPIKE TV

• 256 A&E

• 260 MTV US

• 262 VHl

• 264 MTV

• 272 HTV

• 274 TELEHITS

• 278 SOUNDTRACK CHANNEL

KIDS - Ver Descripcion »

• 320 CARTOON NETWORK

• 322 NICKELODEON

• 324 DISNEY CHANNEL

• 326 TOON DISNEY

• 330 DISCOVERY KIDS

• 334 BOOMERANG

• 336 CLASE

PREMIERE

•
• 450 PREMIERE (PPV)

• 452 PREMIERE (PPV)

• 454 PREMIERE (PPV)

• 456 PREMIERE (PPV)

ADULTOS

•
• 462 PLAYBOY TV

• 466 SPICE

• 468 VENUS

• 470 ADULT EVENTS

• 472 G-CHANNEL

EVENTOS

http://69.89.230.95/DDefault.aspx?tid=51

Page 2 of4

• 586 STARZ KIDS AND FAMILY

• 587 STARZ CINEMA

• 588 ENCORE ACTION

• 589 ENCORE

• 590 ENCORE WAM

DEPORTES - Ver Descripcion »

•
• 602 DTV DEPORTES

• 624 ESPN

• 626 ESPN NEWS

• 628 ESPN CLASSIC

• 630 ESPN 2

• 634 SPEED CHANNEL

• 636 FOX SPORTS WORLD

• FOX SPORTS WORLD EN ESPJl

• 640-650 NFL

• 652 MLB

• 656 NBA

• 660 BOXEO

• 662 WWE

• 680-685 SOCCER

MUNDOS - Ver Descripcion »

•
• 702 CNN
• 704 CNN EN ESPANOL

• 706 CNN INTERNACIONAL

• 710 BLOOMBERG

• 712 THE WEATHER CHANNEL

• 730 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

• 732 DISCOVERY CHANNEL

• 734 ANIMAL PLANET

• 736 PEOPLE & ARTS

• 738 DISCOVERY HOME & HEALTI

• 740 DISCOVERY TRAVEL & LIVI~

• 742 THE HISTORY CHANNEL LAT

• 748 INFINITO

• 752 DISCOVERY CHANNEL US

• 754 TLC
• 756 THE HISTORY CHANNEL US

• 758 THE SCIENCE CHANNEL

• 760 TVE

• 762 ANTENA 3

• 766 RAI
• 770 DEUTSCHE WELLE

• 774 VENEVISION CONTINENTAL

• 778 RTP INTERNACIONAL

6/16/2005
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•
• 802 EVENTOS

AUDIO - Ver Descripcl6n »

• 900 EXITOS DE HOY

• 902 ADULTO CONTEMPORANEA

• 904 HOT JAMZ

• 906 EXITOS DE EUROPA

• 908 DANCE

• 910 DISCOTECA RIVIERA

• 912 ROCK EN VINILO

• 914 HARD ROCK

• 916 ROCK CLASICO

• 918 R&B CLASICO

• 922 EXITOS DE LOS 70s

• 924 EXITOS DE LOS 80's

• 926 EXITOS DE LOS 90's

• 928 CONTEMPORANEA LATINA

• 930 MUSICA DE LAS AMERICAS

• 932 ALTERLATINA

• 934 FIESTA TROPICAL

• 936 SALSA

• 938 MEXICANISIMA

• 940 REGGAE

• 942 EXITOS SUAVES

• 944 CANCIONES ROMANTICAS

• 946INSTRUMENTAL

• 948 NEW AGE

• 950 GRANDES BANDAS

• 952 GRANDES CLASICOS

• 954 JAZZ VOCAL BLENDS

• 956 JAZZ

• 958 SINFONICA

• 960 OPERA

RADIO

• 976 BEST

• 977 EXA
• 978 88.9 LA ROMANTICA

• 979 RQ 910

• 980 UNION RADIO

• NOTICIAS 1090

• 982 RADIO CARACOL

• 984 RFI
• 985 FIESTA 106.5

http://69.89.230.95/DDefault.aspx?tid=51
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INTERACTIVO - Ver Descripci6n »

• 851 iTV Games

• 852 Playin'TV

• 853 Playin'Star

• 854 lTV Mail

• 855 Registration

• 856 Customer Service

• 857 Clima

• 920 R-G TV BANKING

6/16/2005
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r'loticlas Impotiantes «

Sobre DIRECT\! «

t"ledia Solutions "

DIRECH' Interactive «
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THE DIRECTV GROUP INC. COMPANIES http://www.directv.com/DTVAPP/aboutus/thedirectvgrou...

III
CUSTllMER CARE"".11«-';"MY DlRECTV21

_i·--------iii;;iii-:::~I!III-~:·~ ..::::---;~~-:~;D. _i.", Eastern * Prime Time * PM * C~)
~~~~~~~~--<_..<---<-------

The DIRECTV Group, Inc. is a world-leading provider of digital television entertainment, broadband satellite networks
and services, and global video and data broadcasting. Use the links below to find out more about our companies.

DIRIECTV

DIRECTV Littin America
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